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Revenue Deputy Minister 


Number 1-84 June, 1984 


ORLIN 
RY 


tia SUBJECT: “DISABLED AND SENIORS IN 


THE COMMUNITY” PROGRAM 


Ontario Revenue Minister Bud Gregory has introduced legislation to implement 
the new “Disabled and Seniors in the Community” Program announced in the Trea- 
surer’s Budget on May 15, 1984. This new program is administered by the Ontario 
Ministry of Revenue’s 31 Regional Assessment Offices and is summarized as 
follows: 


PURPOSE 


@ To further ensure the continued well-being and independence of the prov- 
ince’s handicapped and senior citizens by helping them stay comfortably in 
their own homes. 


@ To encourage other property owners to undertake alterations, improve- 
’ | ments or additions to their property for the purpose of providing residential 
accommodation to either disabled or senior citizens who would otherwise 
require institutional care. 


alterations, improvements or additions undertaken as of May 16, 1984, to property for 
the above-noted purposes. 


: 

- 

. These objectives are met by exempting from property taxation the value of those 
ELIGIBILITY FOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 


: @ Applies to alterations, improvements or additions commenced after May 15, 
1984, to properties of not more than three residential units, for the purpose 
described below. 


@ The alterations, improvements or additions are undertaken for the purpose 
of providing residential accommodation for the disabled or senior citizen(s) 
who, without these alterations, improvements or additions, would otherwise 
require care in an institution. 


@ Only the assessed value of the alterations, improvements or additions con- 
structed for the above-noted purpose is exempt from property taxation and 
for only as long as the disabled or senior citizen(s) resides in the property as 
his/her/their principal place of residence. 


ulletins sont disponibles en frangais sur demande aux services des communications, Ministére du Revenu, 33 King Street West, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 8H5 Telephone: 433-5780 


ae 


DISABLED AND SENIOR CITIZENS IN THEIR OWN HOMES: 


@ Property owned by disabled or senior citizens also qualifies for property tax 
exemptions if the alterations, improvements or additions, begun after May 
15, 1984, were undertaken to allow the owner(s) to continue to reside at the 
property as his/her/their principal place of residence. 


PROPERTY OWNERS PROVIDING ACCOMMODATION FOR DISABLED 
AND SENIOR CITIZENS: 


@ The owner of the property for which a property tax exemption is being 
sought must complete an affidavit (available at Regional Assessment 
Offices) describing the alterations, improvements or additions, begun after 
May 15, 1984, for the purpose of providing residential accommodation for 
the disabled or senior citizen(s) who, without these alterations, improve- 
ments or additions, would require care in an institution. As well, the affidavit 
will affirm that the disabled or senior citizen(s) is currently residing at the 
property as his/her/their principal place of residence. 


Note: The eligibility conditions described here are for general information only. 
More detailed program information, eligibility requirements and application 
procedures are available through the Regional Assessment Office. 


RAISING THE NON-TAXABLE CEILING OF HOME REPAIRS AND 
MODEST IMPROVEMENTS 


The new legislation introduced by Revenue Minister Bud Gregory will raise the 
general ceiling which allows property owners to make repairs and modest improve- 
ments to their homes without incurring increases to their assessments and subse- 
quently their tax bills. This ceiling will be raised from the current $2,500 market value 
level to $5,000 to become effective on May 16, 1984. 


The $2,500 ceiling was established in 1971, and was at that time considered a 
reasonable dollar level to allow property owners to undertake repairs, maintenance 
and modest improvements without a tax penalty. Today this ceiling has been eroded 
by inflation, such that it is difficult to distinguish between non-assessable main- 
tenance activities, and more substantial alterations and additions. This new $5,000 
limit will be more reflective of today’s property maintenance and construction costs, 
thereby continuing a comfortable margin within which ratepayers can make reason- 
able improvements to their homes without property tax increases. Of course, major 
additions and renovations to properties beyond this new level will continue to be 
assessed and taxed in the usual way. 


This measure is consistent with the new “Disabled and Seniors in the Commu- 
nity” Program described above, in that homeowners generally should receive similar 
encouragement to maintain and improve their properties themselves such that they 
may continue to remain comfortably in their own homes. This measure will also have 
a stimulative effect on the home improvement industry through increased sales of 
building materials and supplies. 


For further information please contact your local Ontario Ministry of Reve- 
nue Regional Assessment Office, listed in the blue pages of your telephone di- 
rectory, or: 
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https://archive.org/details/31/61116497504 


QSOs aoe 


SS = = 3 S a 5 = 3 = SS 


SSeseM x = = = : = ; Se 


ee 


